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after they had been admitted into the very heart of
the place ?

Modern historians have shown that the " Grand
Design," attributed to Henry IV., of a Christian
Commonwealth composed of fifteen Confederate
States, Protestant and Catholic, republican and
monarchical, elective and hereditary, was an inven-
tion of Sully's vanity and leisure. Such a visionary
scheme would not have recommended itself to the
essentially practical mind of the King, the aim of
whose policy if less ideal and disinterested was at
least more attainable.

The Peace of Vervins ended the hostilities in the
field between the two countries ; but indirectly, and
with the weapons of diplomacy and intrigue, the
struggle between France and the heirs of Charles V.
was carried on with unabated animosity. Henry
IV. complained with good ground, that the insub-
ordination of his nobles, the disappointed ambition
of his captains, the humours of his wife, the far-
reaching hopes and rancour of his mistress, the
troublesome fanaticism and ignorant prejudices of a
part of his people and clergy were encouraged and
inflamed by Spanish intrigue: that all who plotted
or attempted anything against him or his Govern-
ment, did so with the full assurance of Spanish help,
or of finding, at the worst, a refuge on Spanish
territory.

But he was himself not less assiduous In his efforts
to injure the House of Hapsburg, not less careful to
encourage its enemies and to prepare by his diplo-
macy allies for himself in the war, upon which he